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Chapter 5 – In this chapter the apostle Paul give specific commandments and instructions to Timothy 

on how believers are to treat each other’s as members of the same body, and how care should be 

rendered to believing widows by the church and their families.  

Verse 11 – Paul states in this verse that the church is to refuse to support financially younger widows, 

those who under 60 years of age. Paul further states that some of the younger widows will start to 

wax wanton which mean to go against God’s will and remarry someone that God does not approve. 

 Verse 12 – This verse is a follow on to verse 11 and it states that when a younger widow marries 

outside of God’s will she incurs damnation or judgement from others because she has cast off or 

abandoned her first love or faith which is to obey God. 

Verse 13 – Paul states that if a widow under 60 received financial support from the church she might 

become idle, having no responsibility and time on her hand she might become a tattlers/ gossiper and 

a busybodies speaking about things she should not from house to house. 

Verse 14 – In this verse Paul follow on from verse 13 and states that younger widows should remarry, 

have children, and guide or manage the house, so as not to give the enemy an opportunity  to reproach 

them which mean to criticize or slander. 

Verse 15 – Paul states that some of the younger widows have already started to follow the enemy  

and are living a carnal  lifestyle  by rejecting a proper second marriage or living a virtuous life of 

morality.  

Verse 16 – This verse states that any true Christian man or woman who has a widow family member 

is to support that widow. This prevents the church from being unnecessarily burden financially, thus 

allowing more aid for those widows who are more deserving of support. 

Verse 17 – In this verse the apostle Paul deals with the duty of the church related to the elders, 

pastors, bishops, or overseers who have been charged with the spiritual oversight of the church. Paul 

states that those who labor (work hard to preach and teach sound doctrine) in the ministry should 

receive double honor both in financial compensation and the esteem (reverence or respect) for his 

office. 

Verse 18  - In this verse Paul uses an old testament metaphor to further expound on verse 17 which 

states that you should not muzzle (silence)  an Ox while he is treading out the grain, thus illustrating 

that those that laborer and perform the work deserves to be rewarded (compensated). 

• Deuteronomy 25:4 

• 1Corinthians 9:7-9 

Verse 19 – This verse states that an accusation, allegation, or complaint against an elder, pastor 

bishop or overseer  should never occur unless verified by the evident of two or three witnesses. 

•  Deuteronomy 19:15 

Verse 20 – This verse follow on from verse 19 and states that any elders, pastors, bishops, or 

overseers who is guilty of continual sin should be publicly brought before the church  as a warning to 

others not to sin against God. 


