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Chapter 3 In this chapter the apostle Paul is warning Timothy about the potential of apostasy,  

which is the abandonment or renunciation of a religious beliefs. Paul provides instructions to 

Timothy in preparation of the manifestation of the apostasy, and encourages him to prepare 

himself and his ministry for how it will affect the church. Paul is primary addressing the spiritual 

condition of those who are teachers within the church. 

 

Verse 10 – Immediately after Paul tells Timothy to be aware of men who are lovers of 

themselves,  and who have  a form of godliness, but in reality they deny the power of God. 

Paul then remind Timothy he has gained over the years a complete understanding of his 

doctrine, his lifestyle, his objective, his faith and how he demonstrated long-suffering (tolerant), 

love and patience. 

 Verse 11 – Paul further reminded Timothy that he was aware of the persecution and afflictions 

that he encountered in his ministry at Antioch, Iconium and at Lystra, however he was also 

aware of how he was able to endure all by the power of the Lord who delivered him from the 

persecution and afflictions. 

Verse 12 – Paul tells Timothy, surely all that will live righteous lives in Christ Jesus will also 

suffer persecution as well. 

Verse 13 – But those who are unrighteous and live deceiving lives, will end up in much worse 

conditions  as a result of deceiving others, while also being deceived. 

• 2Thessalonians 2:10-12 

Verse 14 – Paul tells Timothy that even though these type of people and conditions exist, you 

must continue to stand for the things that you have learned, and to have confident in the 

persons you learned them from. Paul is most likely referring to Timothy’s mother, grandmother, 

and himself. 

• 2Timothy 1:5 

Verse 15 – In further encouraging Timothy Paul reminds him that he has known scripture 

((Word of God) since he was a young child and this knowledge which he has gained has given 

him the understanding of salvation through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Verse 16 – Paul states that all scripture is provided by the inspiration of God (breathed out by 

the spirit of God) is helpful in teaching, and since it is from God it is beneficial in several ways, 

it leads us to righteousness, help us to mature in Christ, and it help us to serve Him. The 

scripture  reproofs (tell what is wrong), it correct (tells how to correct), and it instructs (tell us 

how to live). 

• 2Peter 1:20-21 

Verse 17 – The breathed Word of God and all it benefits will enable the minister and the teacher 

of God’s Word to have everything he need to do the work of God. 

  


