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Theme: Living for God, Not the World 

 “Living for God, Not the World” means that we as true Christians and believers of Jesus Christ 
no longer place our own selfish desires, needs, and wants above our relationship with God, 
making God’s desires and will a priority in our life. This means that what God wants for us, always 
supersedes, what we want for ourselves in any area of our life. 

Foundational scriptures for our theme: 

2 Corinthians 6:17 WHEREFORE COME OUT FROM AMONG THEM, AND BE YE SEPARTE, 

SAITH the LORD, AND TOUCH NOT THE UNCLEAN THING; AND I WILL RECEICE YOU, 

• In these verses the apostle Paul is quoting Old Testament scripture from Isaiah 52:11, 
where the prophet Isaiah foresees a day when the unrighteous and unclean will no longer 
be allowed to enter the gates.  In this verse the Lord is telling His people, those that are 
filled with His spirit to separate themselves from those who are worldly. This simply means 
don’t do as they do, and don’t believe what they believe is true. 
 

1 John 2:15-17 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the 

world, the love of the Father is not in him,. (16) For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 

the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world. (17) And the world 

passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever. 

• In these verses the Lord tells us not to place our affection and emotion on things that are 

worldly, because if we love the world, and the things in this world, we cannot love Him, 

because God’s way is in conflict with the way of the world. In other words, a worldly lifestyle, 

and Godly lifestyle are opposites. The things in the world that are in opposition to God’s 

word, do not come from God, but rather from the prince of darkness. At the appointed time 

the things of the world will pass away, but those who do God’s will, will live forever! 

The difficulties and the challenges of living for God! 

As we discussed last week, it is difficult to live for God in this present world. Since the prince of 

darkness, whom God has allowed to be an earthly ruler of this world for a season, is continually 

deceiving, tempting, and accusing us.  Satan has sold us a bungle of lies, and have blinded our 

eyes so that we cannot see the truth, and have hardened our hearts so we cannot understand, 

and as result many do not seek God’s free gift of salvation. 

• John 12:40 HE HATH BLINDED THEIR EYES, AND HARDENED THEIR HEART; THAT 

THEY SHOULD NOT SEE WITH THEIR EYES, NOR UNDERSTAND WITH THEIR 

HEART, AND BECONVERTED, AND I SHOULD HEAL THEM. 

• John 14:30 Hereafter I will not talk much with you: for the prince of this world cometh, and 

hath nothing in me. 

• John 12:31 Now is the judgement of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast 

out. 

• Luke 10:18 And he said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 
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Although Satan is a defeated prince of this world, he is still considered to be the strong man or 

god of this present world. Being the god of this present world means that Satan is the major 

influence when it comes to ideals, opinions, goals hopes and the views of the majority of people. 

Satan influence also encompasses the world’ philosophies, education, and businesses. The 

thoughts, ideas, speculations, and false religions of the world are under his control and are the 

results of his lies and deceptions. 

• 2Corinthians 4:4 In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which 

believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should 

shine unto them. 

The word of God also refers to Satan as the” prince of the power of the air,” this allows him to 

have worldly influence, which simply means that he deceives and rules over people throughout 

the entire world, not just this nation. However, please remember that God is sovereign, and He 

alone has complete authority over everything, including Satan!  But it does mean, that God in His 

infinite wisdom, has allowed Satan to operate in this present world, within the boundaries that 

God has set for him.   

God has given Satan dominion or control over all unbelievers only!  

• 1John 5:19 And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness. 

• 2 Timothy 2:26 And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil who 

are taken captive by him at his will. 

Here is the Key to living for God! Believers are no longer under the rule, 

dominion, or control of Satan!!  

Colossians 1:13-14 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us 

into the Kingdom of his dear Son: (14) In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the 

forgiveness of sins. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


