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Righteousness: The quality of being morally right or justifiable. Moral good; following religious 
or moral law 
Self-righteous: Devotedly sure of one’s own righteousness; moralistic; exhibiting spiritual self-
assurance: One who believes he or she is morally superior to everyone else. 
 

A real challenge for believers, as we grow and mature in Christ through the teaching, and hearing 

the true word of God, is to allow the power of God’s word to guide our behavior. Sometimes, in 

an attempt to reach greater maturity, some believers take on acts of righteousness prior to divine 

manifestation of righteousness which comes upon the believer as a result of a move of God 

through the Holy Spirit. These acts of righteousness are physical and emotional, rather than the 

spiritual manifestation of righteous growth within the believer. In other words, we act more 

spiritually mature than we really are, this gives the believer a false impression of their actual level 

of spiritual maturity.  

• Romans 3:21-22 

• 1John 2:29 

Real righteousness is not what we do, but the result of what God has done in us, and for us. Since 

our righteousness is the result of regeneration, by the spirit of God, and a move of God upon our 

hearts, we should never try to act out our righteousness. We should walk out our righteousness, 

through surrendering our will to God, and being obedience to His ordinates. We surrender to God 

because we believe, and embrace what Jesus did for us on the cross. 

• Titus 3:5 

• 1Peter 2:24 

False righteousness is an exterior manifestation of righteous behavior that is contrary or different 

than your inward spirit, or your real belief and hidden behavior. In other words, this person acts 

righteous in certain situations and in certain environments, however in actuality they live a life of 

iniquity and sin.  

• Matthew 23:23-28 

As real believers of Christ we should never boast about walking/living righteously, all our boasting 

should be aimed at the sacrifice that Jesus Christ made on the cross for each of us. 

• Ephesians 2:8-9 

• Galatians 6:14 

The manifestation of genuine righteous behavior does not require, nor does it seek earthy 

recognition. Mature believers, realize that any act of true righteous behavior, is the by product of 

the indwelling of the holy spirit, which is in conflict with our flesh. Thus, we come to know and 

accept by faith that it is God that give us the desire and will to live obedience lives.  

• Matthew 6:1 

During our journey on this side of heaven, we never fully achieve righteousness, until we die and 

go to heaven, then God make us fully righteousness. However, we are to continually seek greater 

righteous behavior, and intimacy with Jesus Christ as long as we live.  

• 1Corinthians 15:42-44 


