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The book of Hebrews is one of the greatest books of the Bible, the certainty of the author is 

unknown to everyone except God and the original intended recipients of the book. The original 

author displays a superb knowledge and understanding of both the Jewish and non-Jewish 

literary thoughts and writing style. In chapter 13 verse 13 the writer does not identify himself 

as Jewish. The strongest  argument for authorship of this book is that it was written by the 

apostle Paul during the first century, although this belief is also widely rejected, especial in 

chapter 2 verse 3 the author states that his knowledge of Jesus Christ was in fact gained 

second hand. It is well known that Paul stated clearly in his epistles, that his revelation of Jesus 

Christ was given unto him personally. (Galatians 1:1 and verse 12) Although Paul authorship 

was rejected, in the fourth century it became generally that the apostle Paul was the author of 

the Book of Hebrews. 

 

 Some other possible authors of the book of Hebrews include Luke, Barnabas, Silas, and 

Apollos.  Many who reject Paul’s authorship seem to support Luke as an author, primarily 

because of his secondhanded knowledge of Jesus Christ, and  as being a witness  to ancient 

church traditions. The fact that Luke was a Gentile rather than a Jew, has caused many 

theologian scholars to reject his authorship. Both Barnabas and Silas were leaders in the 

Jerusalem church which gave them the status to write to Jewish Christians no matter where 

they lived. Barnabas was a Levite which would make him acquainted with Levitical rituals which 

were cited throughout the epistle. The major rejection of both Barnabas and Silas is that there 

is little of no positive evident that support their authorship. Some has suggested that Apollos’ 

was the author since he was an Alexandrian Jew which would make him familiar with the 

philosophical thinking reflected in the epistle. Apollos was also a very eloquent  man, one who 

was very mighty in scripture. (Acts 18:24) However, the primary reason for rejecting Apollos 

authorship is again the lack of historical evidence. Based on the above the certainty of 

authorship must remain unresolved. 

The intended recipient of this epistle were Hebrews who were Christians Jews  who were in 

danger of returning to Judaism, thus this epistle  was written to exhort and warn the Hebrews. 

By defecting Christianity and returning to Judaism these Jews could avoid prosecution, since  

Judaism was sanctioned, and protected by Roman law, Christianity was not. Many of the 

recipient of this epistle had undergone persecution and as a result had grown weary. (Chapter 

10, verse 32)   

The Jew who were the recipient of this epistle were believed to be either  from the region of 

Jerusalem, or any Palestine city, or Rome, Italy, or even both locations were the targeted 

recipient for this epistle. The Jews Christians in both of these regions were under persecution. 

In Palestine, the prosecution came at the hands of other Jews, for being Christians. In Italy, 

persecution primarily came from the hands of the Gentiles, sometimes for being Jews, and 

other times for being Christians.(Acts 18:2)  
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Since the authorship is unknown, it is difficult to assign a date to this epistle, although it is 

widely accepted that this epistle might have been written late in the first century, around 96 AD. 

In chapter 13 verse 23, Timothy is still alive which give support to the epistle being written in 

the first century. Also there is no mention of the destruction of the Jerusalem temple which 

occurred around 70 AD, which further support a late first century writing. 

The Jewish Christian were confronted with increased persecution and harassment from family 

and opponents for turning away from long-held godly traditions. In addition Christ had not yet 

returned, and there were no indications that His return and restoration of Israel would ever 

occur. This was now the second generation of Christian, the first-generation Christians had 

passed, and Israel was still unsaved. From an outward standpoint Christ had not yet been 

vindicated before many of the Jews.  

Throughout the book of Hebrews the author stresses the continuity and flow between the Old 

testament, and its revelation and the new faith in Christ, while emphasizing the superiority of 

both Christ, and His new covenant  which is described as better, perfect, and heavenly.  

There are 29 direct Old testament quotes, and 53 allusions to the Old testament scripture. This 

epistle challenges the Jewish Christian to run with endurance the race  that is set before them 

(chapter 12 verse 1) 

This epistle leads one from superficial thinking to profound depths concerning the person and 

work of Christ. The Theme of the Book of Hebrews is the high priestly ministry of Christ 

on behalf of Believers. 

 


